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violence but through non-violence that man can fulfil his
destiny and his duty to his fellow creatures. It is a force
which is more positive than electricity, and more power-
ful than even ether. At the centre of non-violence is a
force which is self-acting. Ahimsa means love in the
Pauline sense, and yet something more than the ' love'
defined by St. Paul, although I know St. Paul's beautiful
definition is good enough for all practical purposes,
Ahimsa includes the whole creation, and not only human.
Besides ' love' in the English language has other conno-
tations, and so I was compelled to use the negative word.
But it does not, as I have told you, express a negative
^force, but a force superior to all the forces put together;
One person who can express ahimsa in life exercises a
force superior to all the forces of brutality.
Q.   Is it possible for any individual to achieve this?
A.   Certainly. If there was any exclusiveness about
it, I should reject it at once.
Harijan, 14-3-'36
The non-violence of my conception is a more active
and more real fighting against wickedness than retaliation
whose very nature is to increase wickedness. I contem-
plate a mental, and therefore a moral, opposition to immo-
ralities. I seek entirely,to blunt the edge of the tyrant's
sword, not by putting up against it a sharper-edged wea-
pon, but by disappointing his expectation that I would
be offering physical resistance. The resistance of the
soul that I should offer instead would elude him. It would
at first dazzle him, and at last compel recognition from
him, which recognition would not humiliate him but
would uplift him. It may be urged that this again is an
ideal state. And so it is. The propositions from which I
have' drawn my arguments are as true as Euclid's defi-
nitions, which are none the less true, because in practice